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This book offers thought-provoking perspectives on putting liberal religious values into action to

address real problems in local communities and in the world. The story of these innovative

ministries is intended to inspire change in thinking and practice. This collection of essays invites

readers to consider how liberal religion can address social issues through innovative community

ministries beyond the walls of congregations. It provides historical and theological perspectives on

community ministry and offers engaging real-life stories of community ministries in action.The

authors have a long history of working in community ministry and they bring their experience, their

inspiration, and their concerns, shared by them and their ministerial colleagues in the field to their

accounts of this important story. There is no other book that tells the story of the challenges and

potential of Unitarian Universalist Community Ministry for today and the future.
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For more than two hundred years, Unitarians and Universalists have affirmed that

Ã¢Â€ÂœministryÃ¢Â€Â• can take place anywhere in the world: in city streets and hospital rooms, on

the battlefield and the boardroom, in college classrooms and city jails. And for two hundred years,



we have struggled to balance our affirmation of these diverse ministries with the equally precious

insight that each local congregation has the authority to order the ministries that take place within it.

The Unitarian congregations of Boston took one important step when they selected Joseph

Tuckerman as a Ã¢Â€Âœminister at largeÃ¢Â€Â• in 1824; the congregations that comprise the

Unitarian Universalist Association took another when they affirmed the equal status of community

ministers, religious educators, and parish ministers in 1991. And for twenty-five years, the Society

for Community Ministries (originally the Society for the Larger Ministry) has supported and sustained

community ministers while leading the struggle for their wider recognition within Unitarian

Universalism. Called to Community represents another important step forward. The fullest

articulation of community ministry to date, this volume blends theology, history, and pastoral

vignettes. It invites a new generation of community ministers to Ã¢Â€Âœbear witness to [human]

suffering, participate in its transformation, and affirm the inherent glory of life.Ã¢Â€Â• Dan McKanan,

Emerson Senior Lecturer, Harvard Divinity School

Great service, wonderful book

Great exploration and history of lay and ordained Unitarian Universalist community ministries.
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